
The Refugee Crisis and 
the European Union 

(Grab a paper from the front of the room. Please and 
THX). 



Warm-up Questions 

Answer the following questions on a sheet of paper 
 

• What’s the difference between immigrants and 
refugees? 

• What are some of the causes of the current refugee 
crisis? (If you’re not sure, think about events that often 
lead to refugees.) 

• Should the U.S. or European Union get more involved 
and bomb Agrabah? 

 



Bomb Agrabah?  

• If you said yes, you’re not alone. 

 



Here’s what that would look like: 

• It’s important to study 
geography and learn about 
current events! 



So why do so many people want to 
bomb “Agrabah” and what does that 
have to do with Europe? 
• In which country do most 

people likely assume 
Agrabah is located? 



What was the Arab Spring? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lGGDfmhKoyk 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lGGDfmhKoyk


Syrian Civil War 
• More than 250,000 Syrians have lost their lives in four-

and-a-half years of armed conflict, which began with anti-
government protests before escalating into a full-scale civil 
war. More than 11 million others have been forced from 
their homes as forces loyal to President Bashar al-Assad 
and those opposed to his rule battle each other - as well 
as jihadist militants from Islamic State.  

• The Assad Regime has been accused of intentionally using 
barrel bombs and chemical weapons on civilians. The use 
of these weapons are considered war crimes by the 
United Nations . 

• The instability in Syria has given ISIL a foothold (territory) 
in the Middle East. 

 

 



Syrian Civil War 
Photo 1:  1-18-14 

Photo 2:  1-1-15 

Photo 3:  1-4-16 

• The United States 
supports: Moderate 
rebels like the Kurds 
(yellow) 

• Russia supports the 
Syrian government 
(red) 

• Islamic State 
(black/gray) 

 

 



Refugee Crisis 

• Why are there so many refugees from the areas below? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• 360 Degree Camera of Syria 
• What do they have to lose? Most are aware of the risk they are 

taking. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aTTzKwLPqFw&feature=youtu.be
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Migration Routes 

 



Where will they go? 

• Dublin Regulation: Requires refugees to stay in the 
first European country they arrive in until asylum. 
• Where are most refugees arriving (causing a strain on 

resources)? Why aren’t they claiming asylum there?  

• Italy and Greece desperately need help from the rest 
of the European Union. 

 

• European Union: A political and economic group of 28 
countries. The idea is these countries benefit by being 
able to trade & work with each other.  



The European Union: 500 million people – 28 countries 

With all of these countries 
involved, coming up with a 
fair policy regarding 
refugees has been slow and 
difficult. Imagine if it was 
up to all of you, 
individually, to come up 
with a plan? 



Asylum applications 2014 (check 
out the figures on the far right) 

 



Surely things have gotten better right? 



Model European Union! 

•You will create a proposal for the EU on what you think 
should be done about the Refugee Crisis based on the 
country you are pick.   

 

•HEY, we are finishing the Refugee Crisis handout for the 
first 20 minutes of class. 20 minutes. That’s it. Get busy. 
You have a computer number assigned to you (list is on 
top of computer cart). 

 

•Come get your computer! Then wait! 

 

 
 



COUNTRIES TO 
CHOOSE: 
•Hungary 

•Italy 

•Sweden 

•Greece 

•France 

•Spain 

•Germany 

Good news sites: 
 
BBC 
CNN 
Al-Jazeera 
NY Times 
LA Times 
Huffington Post 
International Business 
Times 
Forbes  
The Economist  
 


