
Intro to DBQs

Document Analysis



Warm-Up
While listening to the songs below, answer 
the following questions.
○ Tobey Keith 

○ Black Eyed Peas

○ What event are these songs in response to?

○ What is the main idea each singer/songwriter is 
trying to get across?

○ Between the 2 songs, which do you feel was a better 
response? Why?

○ If these songs were released today, which do you feel 
would be more popular in the US? Why?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ruNrdmjcNTc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ruNrdmjcNTc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WpYeekQkAdc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WpYeekQkAdc


Today we’ll be looking at several 
documents. 

Primary Sources

○   Original Artwork

○   Diaries

○   Poems

○   Treaties

○   Videotapes of live 
events

○ Letters

○ Legal documents

Secondary Sources

○   Critique of the Art

○   Textbook

○   Magazine Articles 

○ Essays about a specific 
topic

○   Biographies



This will be 1 of  your 2 test 
grades for this six week 
grading cycle.

If testing isn’t “your thing,” this 
is a great place to shine. 
Everything must be neat and 
in complete sentences.



Answering Your DBQs

○ You must answer 
these questions in 
complete 
sentences.

○ They must be neat 
and written with 
proper grammar.

○ Do not copy directly 
from the documents 
without using 
quotation marks “ “

○ Some of the 
language will be 
difficult- you may 
use your phones for 
looking up 
definitions.



What is a “DBQ?”

○ Document Based Question

○ An essay that answers a specific 
question.

○ An essay or short answer 
question that cites (uses as 
examples) specific documents to 
support the writer’s argument.



Vocabulary from document 1

Inhabited Area: Area where people live. 



Document 2 Vocab

○ Manifest(eth)- clearly shown. 
Easy to recognize.

○ Descend(est)- to move from 
a higher to a lower place.

○ Inundation: to receive a 
large amount at the same 
time. 

○ Perpetuity: Continuing 
forever.

○ Anguish: pain or suffering

Hymn to the Nile ca. 2100 B.C.
Adoration to the Nile!

Hail to thee, O Nile!
Who manifesteth thyself over this land

And comest to give life to Egypt!
Mysterious is thy issuing forth from the darkness,

On this day whereon it is celebrated!
Watering the orchards created by Ra

To cause all the cattle to live,
Thou givest the earth to drink, inexhaustible one!

Path that descendest from the sky,
Loving the bread of Seb and the first-fruits of Nepera,

Thou causest the workshops of Ptah to prosper!
Lord of the fish, during the inundation,

No bird alights on the crops.
Thou createst the corn [grain], thou bringest forth the barley,

Assuring perpetuity to the temples.
If thou ceasest thy toil and thy work,

Then all that exists is in anguish.
If the gods suffer in heaven

Then the faces of men waste away. . . .



Document 3 



Document 4



Document 5



Document 6



Document 7



Document 8



Document 9



Short Answer Response
● This is 60% of your grade. This will 

demonstrate whether or not you understand 
the documents you have analyzed.

● You must write a rough draft and have a 
peer look over it (peer editing is to help you 
make it better)!

Good example of peer edit: “I think you have a really good 
idea here. Maybe you could make this point more clear 
by adding this specific detail.”

Bad example of peer edit: “This sucks. Change stuff.”
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