
The Case For Reparations
/// get your journals, please



Agenda
1) Words to know
2) The Case For Reparations, Part I
3) Housing Covenants/Wells Fargo 



Reading Symbols (copy this into journal) 

+ ‘I agree
- ‘I disagree’

? ‘I have a question about this’

circle vocabulary words you don’t know

→ ‘I want to learn more about’



Vocab (add to your journal)
Reparations: the making of amends for a wrong, 
usually by paying money to or by helping those who 
have been wronged.

Socioeconomic status: an individual's or family's 
economic and social position in relation to others, 
based on income, education, and occupation.

Segregation: A system of keeping races separate. 



Examine this 
photo:

--What is 
happening?

--When do you 
imagine this photo 
was taken?



Sharecropping: A system of 
farming that came after slavery. 
Landowners would rent small 
tracts of land to former slaves in 
exchange for crops. 

Predatory agreement: An 
agreement seeking to exploit or 
oppress others (examples include 
sharecropping, special loans for 
poor people/minorities)





Housing...
Redlining: Refusing to give out a loan to 
someone because they want to keep 
neighborhoods ‘a certain way’.

Housing covenant: Used nationwide to 
prevent people of color from purchasing 
homes in white communities.



Living in the 
Red

"Red areas represent those neighborhoods in 
which the things that are now taking place in 
the Yellow neighborhoods, have already 
happened. They are characterized by 
detrimental influences in a pronounced degree, 
undesirable population or infiltration of it. Low 
percentage of home ownership, very poor 
maintenance and often vandalism prevail. 
Unstable incomes of the people and difficult 
collections are usually prevalent. The areas are 
broader than the so-called slum districts. Some 
mortgage lenders may refuse to make loans in 
these neighborhoods and other will lend only on 
a conservative basis."

http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2014/05/the-racist-housin
g-policy-that-made-your-neighborhood/371439/

http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2014/05/the-racist-housing-policy-that-made-your-neighborhood/371439/
http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2014/05/the-racist-housing-policy-that-made-your-neighborhood/371439/
http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2014/05/the-racist-housing-policy-that-made-your-neighborhood/371439/




this could be a 
break activity- 
looking at racist 
housing 
advertisements? 
it would be cool 
to maybe find a 
video for this



But, racist housing policies/predatory loans are a 
thing of the past… right?
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/need-to-know/opinion/wells-fargo-settlement-an-important
-victory-for-minority-homeowners-communities/14150/

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/07/us/07baltimore.html?_r=0

http://www.rawstory.com/2012/07/wells-fargo-pays-175-million-for-racist-lending/

… or we could do some reading with these? and have kids MAKE SOMETHING… 
that would be cool. Making something. Think on it. 

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/need-to-know/opinion/wells-fargo-settlement-an-important-victory-for-minority-homeowners-communities/14150/
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/need-to-know/opinion/wells-fargo-settlement-an-important-victory-for-minority-homeowners-communities/14150/
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/need-to-know/opinion/wells-fargo-settlement-an-important-victory-for-minority-homeowners-communities/14150/
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/07/us/07baltimore.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/07/us/07baltimore.html?_r=0
http://www.rawstory.com/2012/07/wells-fargo-pays-175-million-for-racist-lending/
http://www.rawstory.com/2012/07/wells-fargo-pays-175-million-for-racist-lending/




Homework! (Have not decided if I’m going to have 
you assign this)

PREPARE FOR A SOCRATIC SEMINAR. THIS WILL BE A 
PROJECT GRADE. 

1) Read part II of the article.
2) Use the reading symbols to go through part II of the article.
3) Prepare 3 talking points or questions for the rest of the class. 



Socratic Seminar 

The goal of a Socratic seminar is for students to help one 
another understand the ideas, issues, and values reflected in 
a specific text. 

Students are responsible for facilitating a discussion around 
ideas in the text rather than asserting opinions.

You may only talk about the text. This is harder to do than 
you may think.


